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FIRST
TECH
. CHALLENGE

IF YOU WANT TO EMPOWER THE NEXT GENERATION
OF CHANGEMAKERS AND INNOVATORS

There’s a spot for you as a

FIRST® VVolunteer

=\



O 0OO0OO0OO0OOo
O O0OO0OO0OOOo
O O0OO0OO0OOOo

What is FIRST®?

Stands for:

For

Inspiration and
Recognition of
Science and

Technologg Inventor
Entrepreneur

F’RS l@
Advocate for Science

FIRST is the world’s leading not-for-profit STEM and Technology
engagement program for kids worldwide.

FOUNDER - Dean Kamen

Thrilling, sports-like challenges build student’s self-confidence and collaborative problem-solving skills and have a
proven and lasting impact on STEM learning and interest.



https://www.firstinspires.org/about/impact
https://www.firstinspires.org/about/impact

xx Supporting FIRST® Means Supporting
Programs with a Proven Impact

Research proves FIRST® drives STEM engagement and outcomes.
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FIRST Alumni By their fourth year of college, FIRST alumni are more likely to be majoring in STEM fields than
comparison group peers.

DECLARE A MAJOR IN STEM (SCIENCE, DECLAREAMAJORIN ENGINEERING OR
& TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATH) COMPUTER SCIENCE
FIRST ALUMNI FIRST ALUMNI
" " " 81% (50%
COMPARISON GROUP COMPARISON GROUP

Women in FIRST Young women in FIRST have significant gains in all STEM areas including STEM interest, career
interest, activity, knowledge, and identity compared to young women in the comparison group.

DECLARE A MAJOR IN ENGINEERING OR MORE LIKELY TO TAKE COURSES IN ENGINEERING
COMPUTER SCIENCE OR COMPUTER SCIENCE
For more info
FEMALE FIRST ALUMNI
on the Impact

48% of FIRST:
FEMALE COMPARISON GROUP r-\ CLICK HERE
m Computer Science Engineering

“x" = times as likely



https://www.firstinspires.org/about/impact
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What is FIRST Tech Challenge?

Students learn to think like engineers as they design, build, and code
robots to compete in an alliance format against other teams.

XX

Up to 15 team members
Grades 7-12

More Than Robots

Team members also learn:

e Marketing & Branding

Document in an Engineering Notebook
Make a Business Plan

Participate in Community Outreach

[}
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[ J
e Public Speaking & Presentations

Robot Basics

18in x 18in robot

Up to 8 motors

Up to 12 servos

Java-based programming

Mechanical, Electrical and Coding Systems
Sensors and vision

CAD

A\ FIRST
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About the Game & Season

View Game Reveal - CLICK HERE $3

Explains the robot game objectives & rules. Teams design &
m build their robots to complete the tasks of the game.
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https://youtu.be/ewlDPvRK4U4?si=X-jPUGq9UvVkrHKJ

w FIRST
TECH
CHALLENGE

LOUISIANA Region Eve ntS
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QUALIFIER1 QUALIFIER 2 QUALIFIER 3
Saturday, Saturday, Saturday,
December 7, 2024 January 11, 2025 January 18, 2025
Hammond High Walker New Orleans -
Magnet School High School St. Mary’s Dominican
High School

T

QUALIFIER 4
Saturday,
February 8, 2025
Alexandria -
Holy Savior Menard
School

—.— LOUISIANA REGIONAL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday, February 22, 2025
Denham Springs




X X
Event Volunteer Opportunities
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ST The primary role of a jEJdge i.s to interview teams, and to decide whic?h tea-ms deser\{e an
award based on team interviews, the robot, match play, and the engineering portfolio.

Field Resetters Resets the game elements after each robot match.

Scorekeepers Keeps score on a tablet during robot matches.

Referees Learn rules of the game and watch for violations during matches.

View More Roles https://www.firstinspires.org/node/5146

Our FTC Louisiana program needs MORE involvement from community professionals.

Our biggest need in FTC Louisiana is for

Volunteer Event JUDGES

Learn more >
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https://www.firstinspires.org/node/5146
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What does a Judge do?

e Volunteering as a judge at a FIRST event is a rewarding and
impactful experience!

e A FIRST Judge gets to hear first-hand from students about
their season experience and accomplishments.

e Judges, working in pairs or in threes. They interview teams
judges work together to identify and celebrate teams for their
achievements over the season. They also review the team
engineering portfolios.

e Judgingis one full day experience.

e Anyone can volunteer as a judge, no matter their prior
experience with FIRST. Judges are led through the judging
process with the help of ajudge advisor.

Judges Quick Start Guide

CLICK HERE
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https://www.firstinspires.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resource_library/ftc/judging-quickstart.pdf

Your Day as a Judge

(rough outlook of the day)

8:00am-8:30am - Morning Meeting (Judge Manual p.12)
8:30am-10:15am - Formal Team Interviews (Judge Manual p.12-15)
10:15am-10:30am - Break Judges
10:30am-Initial Deliberations & Lunch Manual
12:30pm-1:30pm - Match Observations (Judge Manual p.10) CLICK HERE
1:30pm-2:30pm - Pit Interviews (Judge Manual p.15-16)
2:30pm-4:00pm - Final Deliberations



https://www.firstinspires.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resource_library/ftc/judge-manual.pdf

Your duty as a judge is to evaluate the various teams in order to ascertain which teams best

qualify for specified awards. The Awards are broken down into categories:

Award Categories

MCI

Machine, Creativity,
Innovation
Cover technical aspectsin
the planning, design,
construction, operation,

and control of their robots.

e Design Award
e |nnovate Award
e Control Award

XX

TA

Team Attributes
Developed strong
partnerships with their
community. This includes
recruiting members,
fund-raising, and the teams
outreach efforts to spread
FIRST's message.

e Connect Award
e Motivate Award

Think Award

Excellent
documentationin
the form of their
engineering
portfolio.

Inspire

Award

The TOP Award-
teams who excel in
both MCIl and TA
accomplishments
and contender for
the Think Award.

/707




XX Engage. Inspire.
Other ways to Volunteer

Work with a team as a mentor. Serve as a resource on a one-time or multiple-time basis.
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As a mentor or coach of a FIRST team, you help inspire and empower students to be innovators. You’re working side
by side with FIRST participants to build their leadership and problem-solving skills and, more importantly, their sense
of belonging and self-confidence. Your contribution to the success of FIRST programs is immeasurable.

e Inspire your future workforce! Talk with a team about your career or job in a STEM or related field.

e Mechanical Engineering

e Programming/Software Engineering (Java)

e Electrical Engineering

e CAD

e Help team members apply and understand engineering concepts
e Give feedback on team ideas and strateqy

e Machining and Fabrication

e Finance / Fundraising / Grants

e Scholarship / Awards / Letters of Recommendation

e Marketing / Digital Marketing

OO0 O0OO0OO0Oo



Did you know you can log your
event volunteer hours.

If you are volunteering to service requirements at your educational institution,
employer, or another organization, this feature will assist you in verifying your hours.

Log your event volunteer hours from an official FIRST event in the Volunteer
Registration system. Check it out by logging into your FIRST Dashboard and
following these steps:

Click on “Hello, Your Name” in the upper right-hand corner.

Select “My Profile” from the drop-down menu.

Select “Volunteer Log Hours” from the menu on the left.

Refer to page 12 of the Volunteer Registration User Guide for more
information.

You can only log and edit for the current season. These hours will be saved
and available to view in future seasons and can be sorted by program and
season. Participation history can be printed or saved as a PDF by clicking
the “Print History” button.



https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VXk68X4NSd1sN1sfc569HY_xW78L4Hk560vlpN7swVws3qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3nrW1L2-k149n6zjW3pm4wK8z0nfYW2fCClB5wl9HFN6NZWf8hfVjcW47TS3D9klDFRN7ZNZb4VKq1PW2F4dwQ8ywRG5W3_CBZb69Ln34W6n_qLg7RMP-MN8K6g3jgF1H5W24lbFw6MVCblW1RKyPV7Hk3vJW5svc7X5p1FtNW785sps7k89y9W6F2HWF5JsLkBVh2bJX1_cp0FN64FdHSvGXnvW2b30Rg3W3SxbW2ntF9T3Wck3TW7WwnTv69j94VW5G9xfW6GKC2HVmZ4rx1yMM9QW8MR7-q7Z9ys0W7wbf1B32Yw0QdVnVwF04
https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VXk68X4NSd1sN1sfc569HY_xW78L4Hk560vlpN7swVvz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mWW1H6DP33_5PbfW60g8Db8sc-_sVk7H2Q6HBW7CN43lXQ8G-0FCW5SSfv43WlkB9W4PFth5253gS-W9jpxql3qCFQsW2yQpNP8PKTW6W682v-w10Lp-yVYJFp03FrmDKW1JLF-q3p0vv_W80nbZN8qtCr8W7th9hQ4DGX7MW4yTtQj85JJskW88hphc6jVRWVW4zWWhk1S0N6jW7Q38hg2CFX2pW7x_DzN6MJ_JpN6-2wkFXWchLW9cL12B49qvC4W745PDh5qjdfXW34fLhh1myLz3W6QJbwy6HR-cCW5V7v7F6ssdd-W617cpK3QJmQ3W8SwXLF4X4qMWW6DKPQ75ZBX8cVYXkrp1lvKdxW82S14V52zV4WN6_X4dPwPSSnW3rddJC1yS8MLW5r6krV2hHllzN1VMjqWWxQ4XVg-6mK3hZ7yff5yd9dH04

Getting Started
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Follow these steps to register to volunteer at an event:

Firstinspires.org Create an account in the FIRST Dashboard - sign up is
located in the top right corner of this page or by clicking the *Start
Volunteer Registration” button below.

Click the Volunteer Registration tab & choose ‘Volunteer at an Event’.
Filter events by location/ program and select an event.

Choose up to five roles and apply.

Complete your required youth protection background screening.

You will receive an email from your local event coordinator if you are
assigned to a volunteer role.

Receive general FIRST training and training for your volunteer role.

Step by Step Video Help
CLICK HERE

Register your new FIRST® account
Ploase enter the information below 1 regiter & new ccount Attention Parents

Register yoursel on this page for a new FIRST
ac emai

tea
your dashboard after your account has been
croated

Need Help?
Call: 800-871-8326 or 603-666-3906

Follow these steps to register to volunteer with an existing team:

Firstinspires.org - Login to your FIRST Dashboard or sign up.
Click the Volunteer Registration tab & choose ‘FIRST Mentor Network’.
Follow the steps to create your Mentor Profile

Complete your required youth protection background screening (US & Canada).

Publish your Mentor Profile to see teams that match your profile



https://youtu.be/hNnsUQbiCzs?si=79KQK5UUb_5gG99W
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For more information or help,
Please contact our FTC Louisiana
Program Delivery Co-Partner
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Tracy Rauch
504-251-5591
ftclouisiana@gmail.com
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0 0 00 [hank you for your time!



https://darkmatterrobotics.com/volunteer/

